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When the chief Shepherd fhall ap 
- pear, ye ſhall receive a Crown of 
Glory, that fadeth not away. 


IAIDELIT in the various ſtations of 
life, in which we are placed by divine 
=. providence, is the unqueſtionable duty 
of every perſon; and it is the happineſs of all 
ſuch who thus approve themſelves to Gon, 


that he who is a witneſs to it, beholds it with 


approbation, and will at laſt abundantly e- 
ward it. But as the ſtations of men are diff 
rent, and ſome of them attended with great:: 
difficulties, and more extenſive ſervices than 


others; and as they themſelves are hereby 


called to larger uſefulneſs, and become the 
inftruments of Gop's providence and good- 
neſs, in carrying on more abundantly the great 
ends of his glory, and the happineſs of m+n- 
kind; ſuch is the mercy, ſuch the equity, of 
the univerſal Father and Lord, as that the re- 
compence of all ſhall be, not only according 
to the nature of what they do, but large and 
liberal in proportion to their faithfulneſs and 
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care in the duties aſſigned them, and their 
[ diligence and ſucceſs in diſcharging them, 
Gal. vi. . according to thoſe rules of equity: Whatſo- 

ever a man ſows, that alfo ſhall he reap. He 


that foweth ſparingly, fhall reap alſo ſparing- 
ly, and he who ſoweth bountifully, Shall reap 
alſo bount1fully. 
*The proper end and defign of the goſpel 
miniſiry, in its original inſtitution, is un- 
queſtionably the moſt benevolent and friendly; 
as the great buſineſs of thoſe who engage 
in it, is to lead others by their inſtruction 
and example, into knowledge, piety, and 
univerſal goodneſs, and thus to promote in 
them the diſpoſition to diſcharge all the 
duties of the preſent life, and for eternal 
bleſſedneſs in the kingdom and preſence of 
Gop; and J am ſure you will all allow, that 
the character of that miniſter, who main- 
tains the dignity of his ſtation, exerciſes an 
unfeigned piety to Gop, is exemplary for 
the ſanctity and probity of his manners, 
cheriſhes an univerſal benevolence, candor 
and goodneſs of temper, aims to be ſer- 
viceable to the beſt intereſts of mankind, 
and ſpends his time and labour in diſeharg- F 
ing the peculiar duties that are eſſential to 
his calling and office; I am ſure, I ſay, that q 
you will all of you allow, that the charac- 
ter of ſuch a miniſter, whatever be the de- 
nomination of Chriſtians he belongs to, whe- 


ther he be within the e//abh/oment or without 
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it, is truely worthy and venerable, deſerves 


reſpe& and friendſhip while he lives, and to 
be ſpoken of with honour and eſteem after 
his death. You will not want to be put in 
mind by me, that this is a real deſcription 
of that good and excellent man, the late 
paſtor of this congregation, who was a cre- 
dit to the intereſt to which he belonged, 
an ornament to his profeſſion as a Chriſtian, 
and an honour to the name and character 
of the Chriſtian miniſtry. 

'Tis true that this employment is by ma- 
ny evil ſpoken of, and treated not only wich- 
out ceremony and decency, but even with con- 
tempt and ſcorn, Tis not my buſineſs now 
to inquire into the cauſes of this contempt, 
though there are many that concur to pro- 
mote it, My text leads me to repreſent to 
you, the nature of this office in its primitive 
inſtitution, and the character of the original 
paſtors of the Chriſtian Church; a charac- 
ter above all contempt, becauſe above all 
blame; a character truly honourable, becauſe 


extenſively uſeful; a character no man can 


treat with ſcorn, without firſt diſhonouring 
piety and virtue themſelves; for 'tis a cha- 

racter compoſed of them, and formed to 
promote them; a character that Gop him- 
ſelf approves, and to which he hath annex- 
ed the moſt valuable and diſtinguiſhing re- 
wards, For when the chief ſhepherd ſhall ap. 


fear, they ſhall receive a crown of glory that 


fageth 
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Fadeth not away. In ſpeaking t to which words 
J ſhall conſider 


I. Who are : the perſons "LP ſpoken of. 
—_—_ 

I. What the happlack and honour that 
18 promiſed them, 


I. I am to conſider who. are the perſons 
here ſpoken of; and for this we muſt look 


vaſe . tothe precceding context. The elders which 
2. are amongſt you 1 exhort : Feed the flock of 


Gop which is among ft. you, taking the over- 
fight thereof not by conſtraint, but willingly ; 


3. not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; not 


as being lords over God's heritage, but bei ng 


4. enſamples to the flock; and when the chief 


Shepherd ſhall appear, yu ſhall receive a crown 
of glory, that fadeth not away. So that the 
perſons here addreſſed, are elders or pg 
ters. The elders Which are amongſt you, 1 


who am alſo an elder, exhort ; a name in its 


primary fenſe denoting one ſuperiour i in years, 
or of an advanced age. And becauſe all na- 
tions of the world have accounted old age 
venerable, and worthy peculiar reſpect, up- | 
on account of its ſuppoſed greater experi- 
ence, knowledge, and wiſdom, and eſpeci- 
ally if it be alſo found in the way of righte- 
eaſt; hence alſo it became a title of 
eſteem and dignity ; and was applied to per- 
ſons, who were remarkable for theſe qualifi- 

cations, 


J @ Chriſtian Biſhop. 

cations, even: tho' they could not claim any 
great precedency in years. And becauſe elder 
ly perſons, wer upon account of the matu- 
rity of their age, and the ripeneſs of their 
judgments, that was naturally thought to be 
the effect of it, anciently advanced,” in pre- 
ference to younger perſons, to ſtations of 
honour, truſt, and uſefulneſs; hence the 
word elder or preſbyter came farther to denote 
a perſon. in office, and raiſed to any ſtation 
of dignity, importance and ſervice, without 
any regard to his age, or whether he was 
2 younger or an elder perſon ; in like man- 
ner as the Roman word ſenator, which in its 
primary ſenſe denotes alſo an elder, or aged 
perſon, came afterwards to ſignify that pe- 
culiar office, which the Romans diſtinguiſh- 
ed by that venerable name, a member of 
the ſenate, i. e. the preſbytery, or body of 
old men, who had the government of pub- 
lic affairs; tho many of that illuſtrious aſ- 
ſembly were very young, and had no title 
from their years to have any ſeſſion or place 
amongſt them. 

It is in the two laſt ſenſes, that ths word 
elder is frequently made uſe of in the ſacred 
writings, to denote a perſon venerable for 
the qualifications of his mind, and the ex- 
emplary ſanctity of his manners, and advan- 
ced to an office of great truſt and uſefulneſs 


in the Chriſtian church. Thus Paul and Bar- Acts rie. 


nabas ordained elders at Lyſtra, Tconium, and 2s. 
” | An- 
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Antioch; and St. Paul left Ti tus in Crete, | 
Tit. i. 5. that be might ordain elders in every city, as 
he had commanded him. Their office was 
to rule well, to preſide over the Chriſtian aſ- 
ſemblies, and to tranſa& thoſe public affairs, 
on which the good order and peace, and 
proſperity of them depended. Their cha- 
rater, as deſcribed by the apoſtle, is: They 
Tit. 1. 6, muſt be blameleſs, huſbands of one wife, having 
aithful chi — not accuſed of riot, or unruly, 

But the elders or presbyters here ſpoken of, 
were particularly to take the overſight of the 
flock of Gop. Fred the flock of Gor which 
7s among ft you, taking the over fight thereof, The 
flock of Gop is 'the Chriſtian Church or 
people, called fo in alluſion to a flock of ſheep, 
to denote that they are God's property, that 
therefore they ſhould follow his leading and 
ſubmit to his orders; that they are in his 
keeping, and under his protection, and that 
they ſhould cheriſh that ſimplicity and in- 
tegrity of manners, of which the ſheep hath 
always been looked on, as the natural and 

roper emblem. And though the whole col- 
: legte body of Chriſtians in general is pro- 
perly the one flock of Gop, yet thoſe ſeve- 

ral ſocieties, of which the whole is conſti- 4 

tuted, gathered together in different nations, 
or in different places of the ſame nations, 
are conſidered and ſpoken of, as ſo many 
diſtinct and ſeparate flocks; becauſe for their 


better inſtruction and profervation, provi- 
dence 


„ 
5 
S 
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dence hath appointed them particular in- 


ſpectors to watch over them, and be ſoli- 
citous and careful for their welfare. Feed 


the flock of God, which is amongſt you, 


ſaith the Apoſtle, referring to the parti- 
cular ſocieties or congregations of Chriſ- 
tians, that were gathered together in thoſe 
places, where the perſons lived, to whom 
he directs this epiſtle. Of cheſs he bids 
the elders take the overſight, as we tranſ- 
late the words; or inſpect them; or to kee 
to the technical term, act the part of bi- 


ſhops over them; for that is he immediate 


fignification of the original word E xine; 
in like manner as St. Paul calls the elders 
of the Epbeſian church, overſeers, or as it is 
in the original, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
bath made you biſhops. So that theſe elders 
were properly overſeers or inſpectors of the 
flock of Gon; for that is the proper mean- 
ing of the word b1ſhop ; one that hath the 
overſight, or inſpection of any perſons or 
things, and in this ſenſe it is frequently uſed 
by many of the Greet claſſical writers them- 
ſelves. Tis neither my inclination, or bu- 
ſineſs, to lead you into any party contro- 
verſy, about theſe two titles, as here united 
in the fame perſons. What is unqueſtion- 
able is, that the primitive biſhops were all 
elders; for ſuch the Apoſtles themſelves 
were; St. Peter here calling himſelf a fellow 
elder with thoſe he wrote to; and St. John 
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alſo taking the ſame title in his ſecond and 
third epiſtles. What is not ſo plain, at leaſt 
to me, is, that every elder was a biſhop; and 
T think the bithop is the character of He 
greater honour, becauſe he ſtands in a nearer 
and more ſacred relation to the Chriſtian 
flock, than the elder as ſuch, did; and his 
proper employment was more honourable in 
its nature, and of greater benefit and ſervice 
to the church; and therefore 'tis expreſsly 
commanded, that he ſhould be treated with 
double reſpect, in preference to the elder 
himſelf. Let the elders that rule well, be count- 
ed worthy of double honour ; eſpecially they 
who labour in the word and doctrine. This 
was the proper province and work of the 
epiſcopal elder, to teach and preach, and feed 
the flock with the word of Gop. So that 
thoſe elders or preſbyters, who not only 
ruled well, 1. e. managed the affairs of their 


their reſpective ſocieties with prudence and 


fidelity, but alſo laboured in the word and 
doctrine, i. e. continually preached the goſ- 
pel to their reſpective flocks; theſe were the 
primitive overſeers, inſpectors, or biſhops of 
the church, The very terms themſelves, 


which are all equivalent, point out in their 


very nature, a peculiar charge, to which 
ſuch inſpection, overſight or epiſcopacy re- 
ferred; and agrecable to this account, the A- 


poſtle exhorts them. 


1. 10 


of a Chriſtian Biſhop. 

1. To feed the flock, Feed the flock of 
God, which is amongſt you. The expreſſion 
is taken from the paſtoral office, which is 
one of the moſt ancient in the world ; and 
becauſe it required conſtant attention and di- 
ligence, prudence and {kill, tenderneſs and 
care, and formerly great io and cou- 
rage to protect and defend the flock from 
the incurſion and rapine of wild beaſts; hence 
the term paſtor or ſhepherd is elegantly ap- 
plied to men, inveſted with power and au- 
thority over others, and that of @ flock ap- 


plied to thoſe under their care, becauſe of 


the natural reſemblance between the two 
offices; and to repreſent to thoſe in power 
the nature and intention of their office, and 
that fidelity and care, watchfulneſs courage 
and tenderneſs, were abſolutly neceſſary to 
promote the welfare, and ſecure the happi- 

neſs of thoſe who were under their protection 


and government. Hence the ancient writers 


have called Kings and Princes, Shepherds of 
the people, and deſcribed their adminiſtration 
by the term of feeding them; becauſe the 
good of the people is the great end of all wiſe 
and equitable government, and they have a 
right to claim protection from thoſe, that 
have the inſpection and authority over them. 
Hence alfo this title is aſcribed to God him- 
ſelf, in that admirable paſtoral ſong of 
David, Pſalm 15th. The Lord is my Shefs 


herd, under which character the Pſalmiſt ad- 
B 2 utreſſes 
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dreſſes him, becauſe he made him 7o lie down 
in green paſtures, and led him beſides the ſtill 
waters, i. e. liberally ſupplied all his wants; 
becauſe lie reduced him from his wanderings 
and errors, and continually protected him 
from all the ſnares and evils that ſur- 
rounded him; and he is ſtiled Shepherd of 
Jrael, becauſe Jrael was his 3 flock, 

over whom he exerciſed a ſpecial and diſ- 
tinguiſhing providence, Our bleſſed Saviour 
is alſo ſtiled in my text, the cheif ſhepherd, 
becauſe he is the head and principal inſpec- 
tor, and biſhop over the church of God; 

and to denote that theſe elders and biſhops, 


to whom the apoſtle writes, were his ſer- 


vants, and under ſhepherds, whole duty it 
was to watch over his flock, and lead them 
into thoſe ſacred paſtures of truth and righte- 
ouſneſs, that he hath prepared for them. 
And they are with peculiar propriety ſtiled 
ſhepherds, becauſe they are obliged by the 
nature of their office, to manifeſt the great- 
eſt tenderneſs to thoſe, who are under their 
inſpection, to be folicitous and watch per- 
petually for their welfare, to aſſiſt them in 
every circumſtance wherein they can ſerve 
them, to exert themſelves with the utmoſt 
fidelity and reſolution, to warn and guard 
them againſt every evil, that may prove pre- 
judicial to their beſt intereſt, and endanger 
their final ſafety and happinels; ; and in one 
word, To feed them, Feed the flock of God 
WHICH 


of a Chriſtian Biſhop. 13 
which is amongſt you. This is the proper, 
immediate, diſtinguiſhing duty of a chriſtian 
overſeer and biſhop, and thould be his daily 
employment and pleaſure. *Twas our Savi- 
our's reiterated charge to Peter: Feed my ſohn xxi. 
ſheep, and they are the genuine ſucceſſors of 15. 16, 7. 
the apoſtles who employ themſelves moſt 
diligently in this ſacred ſervice. And the 
epiſcopal preſbyters of Epheſus Saint Paul 
exhorts: Take heed unto your ſelves to feed Ads xx. 
tbe church of Gcd; and of the Meſſiah him- 26. 
ſelf twas anciently prophecied, that he 
ſhould feed God's people Iſrael, The food Mat. i. 6. 
they are to give them muſt be ſuch as is 
ſuitable to the nature of their flock, food 
for men, for reaſonable and immortal crea- 
tures, ſuch as is ſuitable to their condition 
as fallen, ſinful, guilty and dying creatures, 
and as may moſt effectually reſtore, renew, 
revive and comfort them; the food that 
God himſelf hath provided for and ordered 
them, ſuch as he cheif Shepherd himſelf 
hath commanded to be given them, and as 
may moſt effectually tend to nouriſh them 
up in faith, in righteouſneſs, in charity, in 
all the genuine diſpoſitions of real piety and 
goodneſs, and for obtaining the life and bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the world to come. They are to 
feed them with the food of divine truth, 
pure and unmixed, by explaining the nature, 
and repreſenting the evidence of the 
great principles of chriſtianity ; ſetting = 

ore 
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fore them the eommands of God by Chriſt, 
and the great obligations of religion and 
moral righteouſneſs, and their importance and 
neceſſity in the chriſtian ſcheme ;z giving 
them a clear view of the powerful and a- 
wakening motives, that are peculiar to chriſ- 
tianity, ariſing from the love of Chriſt, The 
exceeding great and precicus promiſes that he 
hath given them, the terrors of the Lord, 
and thoſe important and eternal events, that 
| are to take place in a future ſtate and world; 
Ags xx. and in a word, they are to keep nothing 
| 20, from their knowledge that 1s profitable for 


j 

4 

| 
' 
i 
: 
| 
1 


il 21, them, but to tefiify' to them repentance to- 
it wards God, and faith in the Lord Feſus 
It 27, Chriſt, and declare to them the whole counſel 
; 32. of God, that they may be built up, and finally 

14 obtain an inheritance amongſt all them that 
lf are ſanctifed. This is that ſacred food 
i! | which the paſtors and biſhops of the flock 
are continually to provide for them, as they 
would finiſh their courſe with joy, and fulfil 
that miniſtry which they have received from 
| Chrif, the deſign of which is to 7eſtify and 
| preach the goſpel of the grace of God, and 
| 


hereby to bring men to the knowledge of and 
obedience to the truth, that they may be ſaved. 
And hence, amongſt many other excellent 
petitions of the eſtabliſhed Liturgy, this 1s 
one: We pray, that it may pleaſe thee to il- 
luminate all Bisyoes, Prieſts, and Deacons, 


with true knowledge and underſtanding of thy 
word, 


of a Chriſtian Biſhop. 

word, and that both by their PRE ACuING 
and living they may ſet it forth and ſhew it 
accordingly ; to which petition in the publick 
aſſembly my Soul would readily join with 
the voice of the people, and ſay: We be- 
ſeech thee to hear us good Lord. But then, 

2. The apoſtle exhorts theſe Epiſcopal 
preſbyters to be enſamples to the flock, and 
not lord it over Gods heretage. Neither as 
being Lords over Gods heritage, but being 


enſamples to the flock, Our Saviour tells his 


apoſtles, whoſe heads ſeem to have been 
filled with notions of the temporal power 
they were to exerciſe under the Kindgom 


of the Meffiah, that tho' he princes of the Mat. xx. 


nations exerciſed dominion over them, and the © 26, 


great. men kept them under their power, yet it 
ſhall not be jo among/t you : You ſhall have 
no ſuch authority and dominion to exerciſe 
over one another, or any other perſons 


whatſoever. They were indeed 70 fit onMat.xxix. 


twekve + thrones, judging the twelve tribes 28. 


o 


T xc Juice de Y be xt Sadexa Iporrs, nptvorte; Tas Sods- 


X05 M Ts Ich The Ipoves or throne is, n Zn Ey. Mag 


dec an elevated ſeat or chair, not pecoliar to Kings, but in 
which any honourable perſons, and eſpecially Doctors, Sophilts 
and Philoſophers ſat, for their being more commodiouſly 
heard by their diſciples, A paſſage from Plato's Protagoras 
will fully explain this remarkable text. Socrates tells us, 
that he found Hippias the philoſopher z23ny3;o—ev Jporm, 
fitting on his throne i. e. a ſeat higher than the relt of his 
company, and his hearers, on the ſteps that lead up 
to it, aſking him queſtions about certain aſtronomical 
matters; and that Hippias ev Jpovw Xa $:1145Y35, EKAS505 
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of Ijrael, i. e. as the expreſſion certainly 


chair of inſtruction, and to be the authoriſed 
teachers of all the tribes of Iſrael, in the 

great things pertaining to the Kingdom of 

God. But they were limited in the very 1n- 
ſtructions they were to give others; they had 
nothing of their own to preach, but were 
obliged to declare the counſel of God, and 

that only, to his people Iſrael. And there- 

fore St. Paul renounces all authority over the 

2 Cor. i, Conſciences and principles of men, Not for 
11 that we bade dominion, or as the literal ver- 
ſion is: Not for that we lord it over your faith, 

or have any power to preſcribe to you, at our 
pleaſure, what you ſhall believe, or bind upon 
pour conſciences any thing by our private 
2Cor.iv.z authority. They preached not themſelves, 
but Chrift Feſus the Lord, and what they 
received of him, that they delivered unto 
others. And therefore he commands Timo- 

> Tim. i. thy 70 bold faſt the form of ſound words, 
13. which he had heard of him, in faith and love 
ii. 2. which is in Chriſt Feſus, and to commit 
theſe things to faithful men, who ſhould be 
able 


© auTov Srupne Y Site Ta poripere fitting on his throne, 
Plat. in determined and explained the queſtions which they aſked. 


Protag. p. Thus Chriſt promiſes his apoſtles ; x z vers ent 


315. Edit. Sofia Spores. You ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, each 

Ser. have his {eat of inſtruction, »piworrss Tas SwSra gvangs 78 
Icon judging the twelve tribes Iſrael; inſtructing them 
in the great things relating to the kingdom of God, and 
fixing the terms, on which their eternal Salvation and hap- 
Fineis depended. 


means; they were to ſit in the throne or 
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able to teach others; and the whole Chriſ- 
tian Church hath but one /oundation, which 


is that of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Eph. ii. 


Chriſt himſelf being the cheif” corner ſtone. 
So that the paſtors and biſhops of it can 
have no right to force on their flocks any 
other food, than what Chriſt and his a- 
poſtles have provided for them; and if they 
attempt to do it, every one that belongs to 
the flock is in duty and intereſt bound to 


refuſe it. For the flock they feed is not 


theirs, but Gop's. Tis his peculiar Here- 


tage; the word in the original, is clergy ; a 


term, which tho' by common uſe it hath 
been aſcribed to the elders, overſeers and 
biſhops of the church, yet is never once 
uſed of them in the ſacred writings, but al- 
ways of thoſe whom, by way of diſtinction 


from themſelves, they call the laity or people. 


You therefore, who conſtitute the flock, are 
God's clergy, i. e. as the word ſignifies, bis 


lot, his portion, and inheritance; in alluſion 


to the diviſion of the land of Canaan, 


which was divided to the tribes and families 


of 1ſrael originally by lot; and to confine 


this character of clergy to the overſeers and 
inſpectors of the Church, is juſt the ſame 


abſurdity, as if a company of ſhepherds 
ſhould take it into their heads, to call them- 
ſelves the heretage, the lot, the flock and 
property of their reſpective maſters, inſtead 
of the ſheep they watched, and the real 

- flock 
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flock they were appointed by them to tend 

and feed. And as his portion and flock, 

the chief ſhepherd over you is Chriſt, and 

they are but as under ſhepherds to him, and 

ſhould lead their flocks no where but as he 

bids them, nor give them any other ſuſte- 

nance, but what he hath provided for them, 

nor enforce on them any of the great dutics 

of religion and virtue, but what they them- 

ſelves practice. For to bid others do, what 

themſelves refuſe to do, is to act like ma- 

ſters over Gods clergy and inheritance, and 

to treat them like ſervants and flaves, who 

are employed by their maſters and lords to 

excute their commands, and to perform 

thoſe ſervices, from which their maſters 

think they have a right to be excuſed. But 

this difference ought never to take place be- 

* tween the paſtors and their flocks. Both are 
bound to embrace the ſame doctrines, and 

to perform the ſame common duties of chriſ- 

tianity, and the miniſters of religion ſhould 

always go before their people, in thoſe paths 

of righteouſneſs, to which they direct them, 

Tim. iv. and be examples to all the believers in word, 

1 in conver jation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 

| and in purity, according to St. Pau's di- 
(/ rection to Timothy ; or as he exhorts Titus: 
1 Tit. ii. 7. Shew thyſelf in all things a pattern of good 
in works, in dotirine uncorruptneſs, gravity, 
[| fencerity, ſound ſpeech, that cannot be con- 


demned, that be 00 js of ihe contrary part, 
may 
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may be aſhamed, having no evil thins to ſay 
of you; i. e. may have no juſt reaſon to re- 
proach thee, either for thy principles or 
morals. A ſenſual vitious miniſter is the 
molt reproachful character in human life, 
that all good men abhor, and every man of 
common ſenſe muſt deſpiſe. For what he 

reaches he contradicts by his practice, and 
if he ſhews, by what he ſpeaks, the way to 
religion and happineſs, he influences men, by 
what he doth, more ſtrongly to follow him 
in the paths that lead to guilt and deſtruction, 
If he believes the principles he teaches in 
his heart, the language of his actions is, that 
he renounces them, and that thoſe who 
hear him ſhould regard them no more than 
he doth himſelf, If he preaches what he 
doth not believe, he deals falſely with Gop 
and man, and deſerves to be doubly abhor- 
red for his hypocriſy, and vice. He for- 
feits all claim to reſpect and honour from 
men, and hath a double condemnation to 
expect from Gop; as he is not only an- 
ſwerable for his own fins, but burthens him- 
ſelf with the guilt of theirs alſo, whom he 
corrupts by his example, and draws into 
the ſame deſtruction with himſelf. He only 
maintains the dignity of the miniſterial and 
epiſcopal character, and is intituled to all the 
marks of efteem, that are due to it, wha 
not only preaches the goſpel but /ves it; 
who not only believes but adorns it; wha 

C2 preſides 
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preſides over his flock by ſuperior wiſdom, 
piety, exemplary holineſs, purity: of life, in- 
tegrity of conduct, eminency of uſefulneſs, 
zeal and diligence in doing that good, which 
his character obliges him to; and in a word, 
who enforces the truths he explains, and the 
duties he recommends to others, by the com- 
manding force of an unblameable example, 
and the amiable influence of a ſober right- 
eous, and godly life. And he only who can, 
1 Theſ. ii. with St. Paul, appeal to Gop, and he clergy 
10 or flock he feeds, and fay : Ye are witneſſes, 
and Gor alſo, low bolily and juſtly and unbla- 
meably wwe have behaved ourſelves amongſt you 
that believe; can apply to himſelf theſe 
words of St. Peter in my text: When the 
chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, I ſhall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. And 
this brings me L 


II. To the ſecond general, which is to con- 
ſider, what the happineſs and honour: is, 
promiſed by the inſpired Apoſtle, to theſe 
Epiſcopal elders of the Chu Whenthe chief 
ſhepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a crown 
of glory, that fadeth not away; in which ac- 
count we ſhall breifly conſider: | 

I. The reward itſelf, and 
2, The time of beſtowing 3 
1. Let us conſider the reward it ſelf: A 

 Erown of glory, that fadeth not away. i. e. a 

glorious 
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glorious crown, which, as the Amaranth, or aH 
everlaſting flower never loſes its colour and rh. 


beauty, ſhall never leſſen in its luſtre and 
value; for to this flower the original word 
allades. In ancient times, the conquerors in 
the ſacred games were crowned after their 
victory, with garlands made of parſely, ivy, 
laurel, and the olive tree; which were no 
ſooner beſtowed than they almoſt decayed 
and withered ; and which yet were reckoned 
the moſt glorious that could be beſtowed, 
and he who obtained it, was eſteemed by 
others, as arrived to the higheſt pitch of 
human felicity * and honour. In ſome ſo- 
lemnities, they wore crowns or garlands 


made of the amaranthus f itſelf; a flower ſo 
called 


O vnc dt, Aνν aft g. 
Exe peAToea av wdicy | 
Agvawv ty Evaxev. Pind. Olymp. &. v. 157, &c. 
Happy he, whoſe glorious brow 
Piza's honour'd chaplets crown! 
Calm his ſtream of life ſhall flow, 
| Shelter'd by his high renown. 
That alone is bliſs ſupream, 
Which unknowing to decay, 
Still with ever ſhining beam | 
Gladdens each ſucceeding day, G. WEST, Eſq; 


+ Ayapail@.. ed. guts ag s repay ννESůü̃. 
| HESsTCRH. 
A plant of which they wove crowns. And Philoſtratus, 
Heroic. p. 717. edit. Paris. tells us, that theſe amarantine 
crowns were offered to dead heroes, to prevent their ap- 
pearing withered, or unbeautiful. Oder x; Fepaves ape: 
pavlirss is r xn — gropuod!, We — (i 0npes 
ETIQEpPWT1, And " 6S@pvs. | | 
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called from its not fading; and tis in alluſion 
to theſe crowns or garlands, that the Apoſtle 
here ſpeaks of a glorious crown of amaranth 
which the faithful ſhepherds were to receive 
after death, that doth not, like the parſely 
or laurel garland, ſoon die away, and looſe 
its verdure, but is ſtrictly unfading, and 
properly everlaſting. So that this repreſenta- 
tion deſcribes to us. 
1. The height of their felicity and joy, 
which ſhall then arrive to its full perfection, 
and want no circumſtance to render it abſo- 
lutely compleat. The grown or garland 
was wore. on feſtivals, and ſeaſons of re- 
joycing, and the crowning the conquerors, in 
the games after victory, was looked on as the 
completion of their happineſs ; and this there- 
fore is unqueſtionably one thought that the 
Apoſtle would convey to us, that at the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt, the faithful paſtors of 
his flock ſhall be glad with exceeding joy. 
Their work even in the preſent life is their 
pleaſure ; eſpecially when they find themſelves 
ſucceſsful in their ſervice, and happy in- 
ſtruments under God's providence, either to 
reclaim bad men, or to confirm and eſtabliſh 
the good, or to be any ways ſerviceable in 
promoting the real happineſs and intereſt of ., 
others. You who are of benevolent diſpoſi- ; 
tions know, that the ſatisfaction of doing 
good is of all others the moſt grateful, and I 
am perſuaded that there is not one of wy 
N | ut 
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but would rejoice to. recover a fool to wiſ- 
dom, or'a profligate to his ſenſes, as well as 

a patient in pain to eaſe, or a diſtemperd 
body, to ſoundneſs and health ; and that you- 
would think the firſt a nobler cure and re- 
covery than the other. And when theInſpec- 
tors and Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church are 
thus inſtrumental to reduce ſinners from 
the errors of their ways, and to engage them 
to return to their duty to and happineſs 
in Go, it gives them the moſt pleaſing re- 
fleions, they eſteem it as a ſignal favour 


confered on them by divine goodneſs, and 


have the ſatisfaction to hope they ſhall obtain 
the commendation of Gop. But how will 
their ſatisfaction be increaſed and heigthned, 
at the appearance of the chief ſhepherd ; for 
then, 

They ſhall give up their account with, 


joy, and not with greif. Tis their great 


duty, and the buſinels of their office, as the 


AS 


author to the Hebrew tells us, to watch Heb. x. ili. 


for the ſouls f men. Their flocks are 


truſts committed to them by the prince of 
Shepherds, and truſts of a very ſacred and im- 
portant nature, for which they are account- 


able to their great LoRD, as their eternal Sal- 


vation may in many inſtances de u on their 
right diſcharge of their duty, and the patterns 
which they ſet them. And if they do not 


corrupt the word of Go p, but as of ſincerity, as 
of Gor, and in the fight of Gor, they ſpeak 
au 9 z if they approve themſelves as his 


Minſters 
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Miniſters by pureneſs, by knowledge, by kind. 
neſs, by love unfeigned, by the —_ of truth, 
and the practice of Righteouſneſs ; they will 
be able to ſtand before the future tribunal, 

with a chearful confidence of ſoul; and if 
their conſciences teſtify in their favour, that 


teſtimony {hall be confirmed, and the plea- 


ſure of it heightned, by the approbation of 


their maſter ; who will acknowledge their 


diligence and zeal, commend their fidelity, 
and accept them as good and faithful ſervants, 
that have acquitted themſelves well in their 
ſtations, fed their flocks in ſeaſon, nouriſhed 
them up in faith and holineſs, and led them, 
by the influence of their own examples, into 
the love and practice of every Chriſtian vic- 


tue. When to the unfaithful Shepherds, 


who drew them into the mazes of error by 


falſe, corrupt and party inſtructions, who 
prejudiced them againſt religion and Chriſ- 
tianity by covetouſneſs, pride, uſurping an 
unlawful dominion over them, and other 
vices unbecoming their ſtation and character : 
When, I ſay, to theſe he ſhall ſpeak with looks 
of divine terror: Ze wicked and flothfull 
Servants depart from me, I know ye not; to 


be then diſtinguiſhed by the univerſal Judge, 


exempted from their condemnation, and 
ſolemnly commended before Angels and 
men, by him who hath eternal life and bleſ- 
ſedneſs to beſtow ; this will create @ zoy truly 


Eſpe- 


unſpeakable and 7 ull of glory. 
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' Eſpecially, as the great objects of their 
faith and hope ſhall then all become real and 
immediate to them, and the reward they here 
lived in expectation of, ſhall then be given 
them in full poſſeſſion, and they thall find 
by experience that no part of their labour ſhall 
be in vain in the Lord. The due execution of 
the paſtoral office, and the feeding the flock 
of God with that food, which is neceſſary 
and proper to nouriſh them, is a work of 
diligence, difficulty and labour, inconſiſtent 
with the pleaſures of eaſe and indolence, the 
indulgences of luxury and exceſs, the habi- 
tual perſuit of wealth and riches, and the 
views of pride, ambition and worldly do- 
minion. He that will be uſeful in this ſtation, 
muſt in many things deny himſelf for the 
benefit of others, ſacrifice his eaſe to their ad- 
vantage, give up his time to promote their 
falvation, ſtudy their prejudices that he may 
the better remove them, bear with their fro- 
wardneſs that he may more effectually over- 


come it, and ſtudy that engaging, winning, 


friendly behaviour towards the various diſpo- 
ſitions and characters he hath to do with, as ma 
moſt effectually inſinuate the good inſtruc- 
tions he gives them into their minds, and 
draw them by the ſtrongeſt and moſt power- 
fal attra&ives, to approve the principles, and 
practice the duties of true religion he recom- 
mends to them. And whatever of this kind be 
neceſſary to his uſefulneſs, a wiſe and faithful 
paſtor will chearfully ſubmit to, in obedience 
D to 
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to, and in imitation of the chief Shepherd, who 
pleaſed not himſelf, and ſacrificed, not only the 
glory of his firſt eſtate, and his caſe and quiet 
in the preſent world, but even his life itſelf, 
for the benefit and ſalvation of his flock, and 


for the joy that was ſet before him, as the re- 


ward of his benevolence. And treading in 
his ſteps, the genuine overſeers of the Chriſ- 
tian flock fix their eye upon that joy that 
is promiſed them, and by the proſpect of 
it are encouraged and ſupported under all the 
diſadvantages, with which their ſervice is 
attended. But when that joy ſhall be fully 
revealed, the ſources of their future happi- 
neſs opened, and the promiſed recompenſe, 
by the liberal hand of God, beſtowed on 
them ; deſire itſelf will be then fatisfied, 
and nothing wanting to compleat their bleſ- 
ſedneſs, that they can wiſh, or heaven can give. 

A bleſſedneſs that will be encreaſed by the 
falvation of thoſe of their flock, whom they 


| have been the means of training up for glory, 


and preparing for the inheritance of the 
Saints in light, What generous breaſt doth 
not wiſh well to mankind? What rightly diſ- 


_ poſed mind doth not rejoice in the proſperity 


of his family and friends ? What faithful ſhep- 


herd is not pleaſed to ſee the flouriſhing ſtate of 
his flock ? Nothing can give a faithful and be- 
nevolent Paſtor of the flock of Chriſt a more 


grateful ſatisfaction, than to ſee them improv- 
ing in knowledge and grace, growing in the 


image 
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image of Gop, aboùnding in all the virtues 


of the Chriſtian life, and having their con- 


verſation in all things as becomes the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Indeed every man reſpects a truly 
religious and righteous character, and few 


are ſo extreamly abandoned, as not to pay an 


inward reverence at leaſt, to true piety and 
goodneſs, Be ſure then they cannot be in- 
different to them, the buſineſs of whoſe lives 
is to promote them ; ; and eſpecially when 
they have reaſon to believe, that any perſons 
have been formed into them, by their own 
inſtruction and cultivation. And what glad- 
neſs will it inſpire them with, when they ſhall 
hereafter behold them awake with them- 
ſelves to life and immortality, ſhare with 
them in the ſame redemption, and admitted 
to a participation of thoſe pleaſures that are 


in God's preſence, and at bis right hand for 


evermore. This was the pleaſing thought, 
that St. Paul indulged himſelf in, when he 
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tells the Theſfalonian converts: Mat is our 1 Theft it 
bope or joy, or crown of rejoycing? Are not 9. 20. 


even ye, in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, at his coming? For Je are our glu 


and our joy. 
2. This expreſſion of the crown of glory, 
denotes not only the compleatneſs of their 


joy, but the dignity and honour to which 


they ſhall be advanced, as the recompenſe 
of their fidelity and care, The crown is the 
* emblem and mark of honour, and 

. Was 


Dan. xxii. 


Ze 
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was formerly beſtowed on various ocaſions, 
as the reward of merit, and to render more 
illuſtrious the perſons that received them. 
But the honour that comes from Gop is 
the moſt ſubſtantial that can be beſtowed. 
He is the eternal fource and original fountain 
of it, hath titles and diſtinctions of the high- 
eſt value to confer, employments and ſervices 
to give the moſt truly excellent and worthy, 
and innumerable methods to exalt and dignity 
thoſe, whom he reſolves and delights to 
honour. 

The paſtors of his Chaceh ſhall be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from others by the glorious cir- 
cumſtances of their reſurection. For rhey 
that are auiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament, and they that turn many to 
righteouſneſs as the ftars for ever and ever. 


They. ſhall have the honour of the moſt. 


ſolema and publick commendation from Gop 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and of being admitted to 
dwell for ever in his preſence and glory. 


This indeed is the common priviledge, and 


ſhall be the final happineſs of all fincere 
Chriſtians. - But in diſpenſing the advantages 
and honours of a future life, the rule of 
equity ſhall be obſerved, and every one ſhall 
reap. not only according to what he ſows, 
but in a leſſer or greater manner, as he ſows 
more liberally or ſparingly. The meer name 
of elder, overſeer, inſpector, or biſhop, will 
Not none that wear it, 7 mhativever may be 
the 
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the reſpects due in decency to them here. 


For meer external diſtinctions, and reverence © 


to names and titles, have no place in a fu- 
ture ſtate. A ſacred profeſſion and garb put 


on here, will there give no manner of 


precedency. The higheſt ſtations in the 
church, the moſt ſplendid preferments, and 
the molt ſtriking appearances of external gran- 
deur and worldly pomp, will hereafter be con- 
temptible, if there be no ſuitable elevation 
of mind, dignity of character, and worth 
arifing from ſuperior humility, benevolence 
and uſefulneſs; and a common chriſtian, in 
the meaneſt ſtation, who behaves well in it, 
and faithfully diſcharges the duties of it, will 


there be allotted a more illuſtrious rank, and 


admitted to higher diſtinctions of honour 
from Gop, than indiligent, unfaithful and 
uſeleſs paſtors, whatever may be their preſent 
rank ; who neither by their inſtructions, nor 
examples, have been careful to promote the 


honour of the chief ſhepherd, nor the im- 


provement and falvation of the flocks they 


have preſided over. But as the paſtors and 
| biſhops of the church, ſtand, by virtue of 
their office, in a more immediate relation to 
Chriſt, as the ſervice to which they are cal- 
led is peculiarly intended for the higheſt ad- 
vantage to mankind, and may be made very 
extenſively uſeful, when executed with a be- 
coming prudence, reſolution, and vigour; 


when they fulfil the miniſiry they have re- 


cerved 
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ceiued of the Lord, honour their ſacred cha- 
racters by ſuitable diſpoſitions and virtues, 
ſpread the light of truth, and inform the 
ignorant, reclaim the vicious, and eſtabliſh 
and improve the truly good, and thus carry 
on the great deſigus of Gop's moral provi- 
dence, and the ends of the goſpel revelation, : 
and that more than men in meer civil ſtations 
of life have the means or opportunities. of 
doing ; ſuch diſtinguiſhed goodneſs, ſuch 
1 eminent ſervices to men, and real to advance 
1 the divine glory, will Hs hereafter diſtin- 
[i guiſh'd by the peculiar remarks of the divine 
| favour, and by a ſpecial advancement in the 
b king dom of heaven and of elory. And what 
bl | ts this happineſs and honour is, : 
3. That it ſhall be everlaſting. They Hall re. 
cei ve a crown of glory, that fadeth not away. . 
Their crown ſhall be ever freſh, and the 
luſtre and beauty of it ſhall never decay; 
thus deſcribed in oppoſition to all earthly 5 
garlands and crowns, which are ofa frail du- 5 
ration, will all of them ſooner or later intirely 3 
periſh, and as to many of which, the beauty 
and verdure of them was almoſt as ſoon loſt, 
as they were put on. Of this St, Paul takes 
notice, when ſpeaking of the crowns worn 
by the victors in the ancient games, and com 
paring them to that, which Gop ſhall hereafter 
give to thoſe that were ſucceſsful in the 
x Cor. ix.Chriſtian race, he ſays: They do it to obtain 
„ corruptible crown, but Wwe an incorrup- 
tible, 
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tible. So great is the benevolence, and bounty 


of Gop, as that the reward he confers is 
anſwerable, not to the imperfect, temporary 
ſervices of men, but to the eternal duration 
and perfection of his own nature; and the 
honours and bleſſings he beſtows, as the final 


marks of his favour, are not only the moſt ex- 


cellent in their kind, but the moſt permanent 
in their continuance. There 1s no fickleneſs 
and inconſtancy in Gop, whoſe gifts are 
without repentance, and who will neverreſume 
the favours he vouchſafes, where they are 
not forfeited thro a wilful miſapplication of 
them, by thoſe who receive them. And tho' 
this is what all are liable to in the preſent 
ſtate, yet the future world is abſolutely free 


from the frailties and imperfections of the 


preſent; and they who inherit it will be 
ſolicited by no intemperate paſſions, nor ſub- 
ject to external temptations. There human 
nature ſhall be perfected in the moſt worthy 
diſpoſitions, and every outward circumſtance 
of company, and employment, ſhall con- 
tribute to render thoſe diſpoſitions perpetual ; 
andeternal communications from Gop himſelf, 
the indefectible ſource of their perfection and 
happineſs, ſhall be the abſolute and unchange- 
able ſecurity of both. The divine image 


and nature ſhall then be too ſtrongly impreſſ- 


ed ever to be loſt, the diſpoſition for bleſſed- 
neſs too, deeply rooted ever to be impaired 
or eras d, the favour of Gop too well ſecured 

; I eos ever 
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ever to be forfeited, and the happineſs there- 
fore that reſults from it ſtrictly immutable ; 
as the cauſes that produce it; ſubject to no 
variation and inconſtancy, nor liable to any 
other change, but that of a continual encreaſe 


to higher maturity and perfection, as the 


human mind ſeems capable of perpetual im- 
provement in all moral and intellectual at- 
tainments, and as the heavenly world will 


furniſh all the neceſſary means for it, in the 


variety, infinite importance, and unſearch- 


able nature of the glorious objects we ſhall 


there be converſant with: An happineſs 
this well worth our diligence to ſecure, and 
which is no viſionary deluſive ſcene, raiſed 
by a groundleſs, warm immagination to de- 
ceive us; but the hope of which is ſupported 
by the nature of things, and the promiſes 
and perfections of Gop himſelf, and ſhall 
finally be beſtowed on all who hok and di- 


higently prepare for the ſecond appearance of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, And 


this leads me to add a word or two, 
2. To the laſt thing, the time and ſeaſon 


of beſtowing this reward on the faithful 


paſtors and biſhops of the Church; viz, as 


the apoſtle aſſures us: II hen tbe chei E: ſhep- 


herd ſhall appear. 
The appearance here be of is his 


Adds xvii. coming to judgment; ; for Gop bath 


31. 


pointed a day, in which he «will judge the 


; mms in by that man, whom bee 
hath 


"#3 IMS 
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bath ordained;  wheresf he hath given affurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him” from 
the dead. And the time of his coming to 


this ſolemnity, is called by way of emphaſis, 


his appearance ; and his ſecond appearance, 
to diſtinguiſh it from the firſt, when he 
was manifeſted in the fleſh, fog on him the 


form of a ſervant, and dwelt amongſt men 


in a lowly humble manner, not diſtinguiſh- | 
ed from the meaneſt of mankind, but by 
the glory of his miraculous works, and that 


fulneſs of grace and truth, that demonſtrated 


him to be he only begotten of the father. 
His ſecond appearance ſhall be with a ſo- 
lemnity and majeſty, ſuitable to his high 


character of the fon of Gop, encompaſſed Mat. xxv. 
with his father's, and his own eſſential and 37, Oe. 


mediatorial glory, ſurrounded with all his 


holy miniſtring angels, when he ſhall ſit on 


the throne of his glory, before whom ſhall 
be gathered all nations, and whom he ſhall 


| feparate one from the other, as a ſhepherd di- 


videth the ſheep from the goats; and on 
whom thus diſtinguiſhed, according to their 
different characters, he ſhall paſs the final, 
deciſive, irrepealable ſentence, either of juſ- 
Efibation to eternal life, or of - condem- 
nation to everlaſting dent Before this 
throne of impartial juſtice, all the pa- 
ſtors and biſhops of the Chriſtian Church 
muſt appear, equally with the mean- 
eſt of their flocks, where none will be 
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pronounced and commended as faithful ſer- 
_ wants, nor allowed to enter into their maſters 
Joy, but thoſe who ſhall be then found 
rightly to have improved their talents and 
opportunities, for their great maſter's honour ; 
nor receive the crown of glory promiſed to 
the faithful ſhepherds of his flock, but they 
who have Kates I fed them with the food 
of life, have watched for their ſouls, as they 
that muſt give an account, and who have been 
faithful examples to them of all the high 
and excellent virtues, eſſential to the chriſ- 


even the teſtimony of their conſciences, that 
in ſimplicity and godly. fincerity, not with 
feſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of Gop, they 
have. had their. converſation in this world, 
will then be able to give up their account 
with Joy and not with grief, and ſhall then 
receive the promiſed recompence. 
Immediately on the diſſolution of their 
bodily frames, and their diſmiſſion by death 
If. lvii.z. from their truſt and ſervice, hey ſhall enter 
into peace, even every one that walks in his 
uprightneſs; or in the language of the new 
teſtament, they ſhall enter into that reſt 
which remains for the people of Gop; when 
they are abſent from the body they ſhall be 
preſent with the LoRD, under his protection 
and cuſtody, and their ſeparate ſtate be ſo 


1 and comforted by the manifeſ- 
tations 


tian life and character. Such as theſe, as 
they have his rejoicing in the preſent life, 
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tations of his favour, as that they ſhall 
have reaſon to rejoice in their departure 
hence, and to ſay that *7rs far better. But 
their compleat reward cannot take place, 


nor their crown be beſtowed, till the ap- 


arance of their Lord. For *tis a crown 
of life, or they ſhall be crowned with life 


and immortality, which they cannot enjoy, 


till the abolition of death, and their triumph 
over it by a glorious reſurrection. Tis 4 
crown of righteouſneſs, or a crown that is the 


reward of it, and which therefore will not 
be beſtowed, till their account is given up, 
their integrity ſhall be made appear, and 
their fidelity ſhall be openly and publickly 


acknowledged. *Tis a crown of glory, or 
they ſhall be advanced to peculiar honour 
and dignity, one eſſential part of which is, 


the raiſing their bodies, ſown in corruption, 


diſbonour, weakneſs, and a mere animal and 
mortal condition, in incorruption, glory, 


power, ſpiritual and immortal, by which 


bleſſed change they ſhall be transformed into 
the image of their glorified Loks, and thus 
fitted to dwell where he is, and be for ever 
with him. . HO 
And accordingly in the chriftian ſcheme, 
all our future reward and happineſs is made 
abſolutely to depend on the certainty of the 


reſurrection, inſomuch that the apoſtle de- | 
clares: That if there be no reſurrettion of the Cor. xv. 


dead, then Chrift himſelf is not riſen, and 


that 
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that if Chrift be not riſen, bis preaching, 
and the faith of thoſe who believed his doctrine, 
were intirely in vain. But this reſurrection 
will not take place, till the appearance of 
1 Theſ. iv. Chriſt to the univerſal judgment; for if we 
14, 16. Believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, even 
fo them alſo that ſleep in Jeſus, ill Gop 
bring with him; when he ſhall deſcend from 
heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
Archangel, and the trump of Gop, and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt ; and accordingly 
St. Paul himſelf did not expect to receive 
his own crown, till his maſter's appearance. 
: Tim. iv. For, ſays he, I have fought the good fight, I 
7.8. have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have kept the faith, 
or maintained my fidelity, Henceforth there 
is laid up for me à crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, ſhall 
give me at that day; and nit to me only, but 
wunto all them that love his appearing ; plain- 
ly hereby ſhewing, that the day he means, 
Was the day, when he ſhould appear the 
ſecond time to the ſalvation of bis people. 
And there is ſomewhat extreamly plea- 
a fing in this circumſtance, of diſtribut- 
ing the final reward at this important ſeaſon; 
for it adds to the value of it, and will really 
heighten the pleaſure of receiving it. Re- 
wards and honours conferred, tho' in the 
moſt private manner, by benevolent princes, 
muſt create an inward ſatisfaction, and 
| ought to be received with great gratitude. 
But 
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But imagine to yourſelves, the ſon of Gop 
himſelf appearing in all the magnificence 


and grandure of celeſtial glory, ſeated upon 


a throne of tranſcendent majeſty, ſurrounded 


with the bierarchy, dominions, princes, 


and nobility of heaven, and the whole race 
of mankind gathered before him, to receive 
their final ſentence from him; and yourſelves, 
with all the faithful ſervants of Gop, and 


followers of the lamb, amidſt this incon- 


ceivably numerous and glorious appearance, 
ſeparated from the reſt of mankind, ſo- 
lemnly commended and approved by the 


Lord of life and glory, crowned by his 


hand, and receiving from him the kind in- 
vitation: Come ye bleſſed of my father, in- 
her:t the kingdom prepared for you from be- 
fore the foundation of the world : Such marks 


of divine approbation, beſtowed in the pre- 


ſence of ſuch an aſſemblage of perſons, 
ſuch honours done before the whole body 
of heaven and earth, have every circum- 
tance of value in them, and cannot leave 
even the higheſt ambition any thing to aſpire 
after, and deſire beyond it. At this appear- 
ance the faithful paſtors of the chriſtian 
flock, ſhall be peculiarly diſtinguiſhed, in 


proportion to their more exemplary behavi- 


our, their peculiar improvements in the diſ- 
poſitions of true piety and goodneſs, their 
care of the ſeveral flocks over whom they 
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preſided, and their uſefulneſs and ſucceſs in 
promoting their eternal ſalvation and happi- 
neſs. 
Thus have I deſcribed the character, and 
repreſented to you the peculiar happineſs, of 
the good paſtors, overſeers and faithful biſhops 
of the flock of God, and heartily wiſh and 
pray, that all denominations of chriſtians may 
be under the conſtant inſpection of ſuch 
ſhepherds, and that Gop may proſper and 
ſucceed them in all nations, and amongſt all 
parties and churches of chriſtians without 
exception ; for whereſoever, and by whom- 
ſoever, Chriſt is preached in ſincerity, and 
the great ends of his religion carried on, 
T therein do rejoice and will rejoice, 
And this I well know was the diſpoſition 
of that excellent man, whoſe death is the 
immediate occaſion of our being here aſſem- 
bled together, the reverend and worthy Mr. 
Lowman, ſo well known to the learned 
world by his writings, and to you, as to his 
temper and character, by your long acquain - 
tance with him, as renders any ſtudied com- 
mendations of him, that I can give, wholly 
unneceſſary. However you will allow me 
to ſay a few things of a man, my friend, 
whom J loved and honoured, and to whom 
I have the pleaſure to think I was not wholly 
unacceptable. | 

He was born in our neighbouring city, and 
his father, a worthy man, was himſelf bred 

mm > vp 
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to literature in the univerſity of Cambridge, 
and intended for orders in the eftabliſhed 
church ; though afterwards he entered into 
a quite different manner of life, was em- 
ployed in the public revenues, and was re- 
markable both for his {kill and integrity in 
the affairs he was entruſted with, 

His ſon, our late friend, on the contrary, 
was. deſigned for the law, and entered as a 


| ſtudent in the Mzrddle-temple in the year 


1697. the certificate of which yet remains, 
but by a change of mind choſe the profeſſion 


a Divine, and to exerciſe his miniſtry a- 


mongſt the Dsſſenters, He had a learned 


and liberal education, went over to Holland 
in 1699, and perſued his ſtudies, partly at 
Utretch under the celebrated de Uries, and 
partly at Leiden, under the worthy Witſius; 
both names of great repute in the learned 
world ; the firſt for his metaphyſical genius, 
and the other as a divine; and in both theſe, 
metaphyſics and divinity, our deceaſed friend, 
was well ſkilled, and had very few ſuperiors 
in either of them, He was fellow-ſtudent 
abroad with “ ſeveral perſons, who were af- 


terwards diſtinguiſhed by their circumſtan- 


ces and learning, and who had the higheſt 
value for his abilities and character. 

. He for a long courſe of years, and even to 

the laſt of life, perſued his ſtudies with an 

| unwearied 

* Fohn Shute, Eſq; afterwards Lord Barrington, Sir Da- 


niel Dolins, Dr. Feremiah Hunt, and others. 
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unwearied application and diligence, and 


might truly be ſaid to have been found in his 
maſter's work, and employed in the duties of 


his profeſſion, when providence ſummoned 


him to the world of account ; and eſpecially, 
as he continued his ak RY labours, with- 
out interruption, till the accident and diſorder 
that put an end to his ſervices. He came to 
this place in 1710. firſt as an aſſiſtant to Mr. 
Grace, and was ordained here in 1714. and 
had ſuch an uncommon ſhare of health, as 
that he was never prevented by illneſs from 


his public duty, till once about two years 
ago; and from the time that he became the 


paſtor of the church, held on preaching 
twice a day, till within a few weeks of his 
death, which there is reaſon to think was in 
ſome meaſure haſtened, by the fatigue of 
his laſt ſervice and appearance in this place. 
It is no wonder, that one of his conſtant 
application to ſtudy, ſhould have laid in a 
large ſtoek of the moſt uſeful knowledge ; for 


he had a general acquaintance with all parts 


of literature, and not only ſo, but with the 
tranſactions of the buſy world, the man- 
ners and characters of men, and thoſe poli- 
tical and commercial affairs, which are ge- 
nerally but little underſtood by men of ſe- 
verer ſtudies, and whoſe minds are employed 
in perſuits of a quite different nature; fo that 
T never ſaw him at a loſs to bear a part in any 
uſeful kind of converſation, whatever was 


the 
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the ſubject of it, and how foreign ſoever from 
his uſual purſuits as a divine. 

1 But what he properly gave himſelf up to, 
Was the ſtudy of his Bible, In this it might 
be truly ſaid of him, that he meditated night 
and day. He hath left behind in characters, 
ſeveral volumes of remarks on particular ſub- 
jects contained in it, and how well he under- 
ſtood it appears from his writings, His 
two treatiſes relating to the Few!/h re- 
public, and the appearances of Gop under 
the old teſtament, ſhew great penetration and 
judgment, and contam many things in them 
not only curious, but inticely new. His 
comment on the revelations, and the explica- 
tions of the prophecies in it, are formed up- 
on a plan properly his own, diſcover great 
reading, and judgment in the application of 
what he read; and if in ſome inſtances his 

| obſervations may not be thought fo clear and 
convincing, it is no more than what may be 

- affirmed of all the learned men, who have 

wrote on that difficult ſubject, and what I 

apprehend will be the caſe of all who ſhall 
attempt to unfold thoſe myſteries, even to 
the end of the world ; or at leaft till provi- 

- dence itſelf ſhall explain the book, by ac- 
compliſhing the ſeries of events therein fore- 

told. His little tract of the demonſtration 

of a Gop, from the argument à priori, is a 

ttuly golden treatiſe, and in my judgment a 
=  ftridt demonſtration; worthy to be kept and 

* * ſtudied by all, who would be well grounded 

Wn ä in 


was ſo highly 


ſing and forbidding appearance. 


himſelf, 
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in the firſt grand article of all religion, and 
eſteemed by an honourable 
perſon, in one of the bigheſt ſtations of the 
law, that he gave the author a very generous 
acknowledgment of his approbation. 

Theſe are ſubſtantial proofs of a good head, 
and ſolid judgment; 
no man, whom I would have ſooner conſul- 
ted upon any ſubjects of importance, as his 
natural abilities were quick and lively, and 
greatly improved by aſſiduous reading, and 
numerous obſervations he had made in the 
courſe of his ſtudies, which qualified him to 


ſpeak with propriety upon the moſt difficult 


ſubjects, and rendered his converſation ex- 
tremely agreeable and inſtructive, 
As he was a firm believer of the chriſtian 


revelation, he had imbibed the ſpirit and 
temper it recommends, and practiſed thoſe 


duties and virtues he inculcated upon others. 
His piety was rational, not ſuperſtitious ; the 
effect of principle, not of enthuſiaſm ; grave 


but not moroſe ; and ſerious withour that 


fourneſs, which disfigures the countenance of 
true religion, 
form in the whole world into a very unplea- 
He knew 
religion was no enemy to chearfulneſs, and 
therefore often made uſe of the privilege he 
thought he had a right to, of being chearful 
And indeed this ſeems to have been 
his natural turn, nor in the many years ac- 


quaintance and friend(hip I have had with 


him, 


and indeed I know * | 


and turns the moſt amiable 
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him, could I ever obſerve any thing of a 
gloom poſſeſſing his mind, which ſeems to 
have enjoyed a conſtant ſerenity, though he 
had his trials, and ſome circumſtances in life, 
which were far from being agreeable, and 
which, though I well know he was extremely 
ſenſible of, I never ſaw the leaſt appearance 
of impatience and fretfulneſs under. 

His principles in religion were moderate, 
and clear of all extremes, He thought that 
truth generally lay in the golden mean, and 
in many free converſations I have had with 
him on the diſputed points of revelation, I 
found he had ſtudied them well, had clear 
| ſentiments of them, and had formed his judg- 
ment of them, not under the biaſs of party, 
or the influence of human authority, but 
with that unbiaſſed and impartial mind, as 
became a lover of truth, and as ſhewed he 
was reſolved to embrace it, amongſt what- 
ſoever name or party he could happily find it. 

And this impartiality in his own inquiries, 
rendered him benevolent and catholic in his 
diſpoſition to all others. He took the liberty 
to judge for himſelf, and allowed the ſame 
liberty to them. He worſhipped Gop, and 
exerciſed his miniſtry, in that way which 
was moſt agreeable to his own conſcience, 
without imagining that no worſhip or miniſ- 
try could be acceptable, that was not formed 
upon his own plan. Difference of opinion, 
in equally worthy men, made no difference 
in his eſteem for them, and he knew man- 
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kind 
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kind too well, to think that all the honeſty 
truth and go ſenſe was confined to one 
party, and ſhut up in the narrow encloſure 

of any ſingle denomination of Chriſtians what- 
ſoever. He loved a good man in whatſoever 
_ communion he could find him, and was 
bimfelt reſpected and eſteemed by many 
worthy gentlemen of catholick ſpirits and 
principles in the eſtabliſhed church, and eſpeci- 
ally by thoſe of this village, who did bim the 
honour of their acquaintance, and who wasnot 
unworthy the friendſhip they favoured him 
with; and they will not be offended with me, 
that I expreſs my pleaſure and ſatisfaction, to 
ſee ſo many of them, on this occaſion ; as it is an 
inſtance of reſpect to his memory, ſhews their 
fenſe of his merit, and isa proof of that candor 
of mind in them, and impartial regard to true 
worth in perſons of all parties, which rational 
religion will always inſpire, which good ſenſe 


will always cultivate, and which is never 


wanting in throly polite and well bred men. 
He was a perſon of great caution and pru- 
dence, as knowing that the ſucceſs of his 
miniſtry, and the comfort of his ſituation 
greatly depended on it; and the credit and 
reputation, the quiet and eaſe, that he con- 
tinued to enjoy for near forty years together 
in this place, not only amongſt thoſe of the 
eftabliſhed church, but the different denomi- 


nations of Diſſenters themſelves, who are not 


always the egſieſt to be pleaſed, and of which 
alk our 6 in the neighbourhood 


of 
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of this great city are generally compoſed; are 
an abundant poof of the wiſdom of his be- 
haviour, and that he underſtood the difficult 
art of maintaining bis integrity, and becom- 
ing acceptable to others. 
In the pulpit I do not remember that J ever 


ſaw him more than once; and if I was to 


form a judgment of him as a preacher by the 
diſcourſe I then heard, which was afterwards 
printed in the collection of ſermons preach- 
ed at Salters-Hall againſt Popery, I muſt con- 
clude him to be a judicious and uſeful one; 
and the many years ſome of you have attend- 
ed his miniſtry, your improvments in know- 
ledge, your eſtabliſhment in piety and good- 
neſs, your orderly converſation inthe goſpel of 
Chriſt Jeſns, and the conſtant reſpect and 
eſteem that you have ſhewn him, are the 
higheſt commendations that you can give it, 
and renders any thing farther that I can fay 
of it altogether unneceſſary. 

You will all of you, 1 beleive, bare me 
witneſs, as to his unblamable morals and 1n- 
tegrity of life. Here ſuſpicion herſelf hath 
nothing to ſuggeſt, nor will calumny venture 


to open her mouth to defame him. He was 


an enſample to his flock of an unblameable 
converſation, and preſided in thoſe good 
works and Chriſtian virtues, which he ſhew- 
ed them the neceſſity and profitableneſs of; 

and thus adorned that do&rine of God bis 


ſaviour which he preached, and gave no offence 


whereby his miniſtry could be juſtly blamed. _ 
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The Character and Reward 
And as he lived, ſo he died, with that peace 


and well grounded hope, that was ſupport- 


ed by the conſciouſneſs of his integrity, the 
romiſes of the goſpel, and the mediation 
of his Lord and Saviour. When ] viſited 


him during his laſt confinement, I took the 


liberty to aſk him, what was the temper of his 
mind, and the ſentiments he now had with 
reſpect to a future ſtate, He readily and 
chearfully anſwered me, he was perfectly 
ealy, as to whatever ſhould be the event of 
his diſorder, and whether Gop ſhould diſ- 
poſe of him for life or death ; nor did. he in 
his countenance or converſation betray theleaſt 
ſuſpicion as to his own ſafety, or fear as to 
the event. For ſome time before his death 
he was exerciſed with very ſevere pains, 


that made the laſt ſtage of life extreamly un- 


ealy ; but behaved under them with reſolu- 
tion and patience, as one that had the princi- 


ples of religion, and the proſpects of chriſtiani- 


ty to ſupport him; till at length his painsde- 
creaſed, and he went of without a ſigh or 
groan, and quietly flept in Jeſus. 

And thus to live with integrity and honour, 
beloved and uſeful, and to dye with a well 
grounded comfort and hope, will render 
life a very valuable blefling, and death itſelf 
inſtructive; and it is one of the higheſt re- 
commendations of true religion, that where- 
ever it prevails, it forms men into the moſt 
excellent diſpoſitions, directs them into the 


worthieſt courſe of life, ſecures them from 
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of a Chriſtian Biſhop. 


every penal conſequence of dying, opens to 
their view the proſpects of life and im- 


mortality, takes away the terrours of death 
in the neareſt approach and proſpect, and 
creates in men a rational calm and pleaſing 
ſubmiſſion to the diſpoſals of providence, in 
all kind of accidents, and in every threaten- 
ing diſorder that can befal us. Tis not party 
zeal, tis not warmth for diſputable opinions, 
'tis not more or leſs outward pomp and cere- 
mony, the places where we worſhip, or the 
denomination of Chriſtians merely that we 
join with in the ſervices of religion, and let 
me add without offence, tis not whether we 
pray to, or praiſe Gop, with forms or with- 
out them ; tis none of theſe things that alone 
will bear the ſtreſs of our hope, in the 
chriſtian ſalvation, or ſupport our plea for 
an entrance into the chriſtian bleſſedneſs. 


If at laſt we are found amongſt the num- 


ber of thoſe, who reject or diſregard the 
principles, and live in an habitual neglect of 
the great duties of chriſtianity, and are 
enemies to Gop by the allowed vices of an 
immoral wicked life; 'tis impoſſible we 
can finally eſcape the righteous judgment of 
Gop, in any church or party of chriſtians 
whatſoever. And tho' the choice with whom 
we will ſtatedly worſhip, muſt be left to 


every particular perſon's judgment and con- 


ſcience, yet where-ever there is that faith in 
Chriſt, which purifies the heart, recovers 
men from the oorruptions of lite, and enables 

them 
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_- the ſincerith vf religion, and therewwill finally 
be he reward of it, whatever be the parti- 
dcular name by which we may be diſtinguiſh- 
5 d. Give me leave therefore t6- conclude all, 
with my hearty withes and Prayers te Gov, 
for the family of our worthy #riend"that f is 
gone, that GoD will ſupport, rt. comfort and 
ptetect them; for bis congregation, thatth 
may remember his converſation; © follow his 
good inſtructions and example, and have his 
loſs ſupplied, and if poſſible more than ſup- 
plied by him, whom the providence of Gop 
may dire their choice of; and for you all, 
that whereſoever you worſhip: Gop, your 
*worſhip m ay be acoepted; bar ande 58 
inſttuctions and exampł les of your 
Paltors you may ge uÞ its Al el 
of the will of Gov, chat you ay approve and 
practiee the things that are excellent, that ye our 
eech abound y yes more and more, that ye may 
be - fnvere' und folthout offence till the da ww 
Gb, being filled with the fruits of r 522 
: 5 neſs,” tohich are by Feſus Chriſt, unto "the 
5 And praiſcef Gow; and then the ſame 
| taten {hall be our common happineſs, the 
dame heaven ſhall receive us all, and one GpD 
che 6hf- everlaſting por tion and encreding great 
| ®Faperd: Toi bim be glory in the cHurchies 
"Oh" Jelus Chriſt, world withoat Sn 
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